THE    BATTLE    OF   JUTLAND

ties were 17 killed and about 40 wounded, most of them occurring
in a 6-inch battery where there had been a bad cordite fire. Q,
turret (No. 3 from forward) was out of action and X (the after one)
' was hit on a level with the deck but had still kept going.

I was sad at heart; somehow I felt that we should have finished
off those five Hun battle cruisers within an hour. We had only
to do them sufficient damage to reduce their speed by five knots,
and the 5th Battle Squadron would have had them. What was
wrong? Weren't we hitting them? Were our shells no good or were
their ships tougher than our own? Anyway, my turret's crew were
grand and there was nothing the matter with the morale.

I slung my hammock as far away from the left gun as possible,
for it was still very hot, slept intermittently till dawn and hoped
for the best on the morrow.

In the early morning of June ist, we received a signal from the
Lion to the effect that there had been losses on both sides, that
the Lutzow and Wiesbaden had been sunk, and that we were now
looking for the German fleet to destroy it. Our search to this
end continued throughout the day, but we saw nothing except a
Zeppelin in the far distance.

At three o'clock in the afternoon we turned for home. We had
hoped that we were still between the enemy fleet and Heligoland
but they must have given us the -slip. We were not to know till
later that Admiral Scheer had got round to the north of us during
the night.

At 6.30 p.m. we buried the dead at sea, an impressive cere-
mony, and left the scene of action where too many brave sailors
had met their end. We were not very gay that night, and I remem-
ber keeping the middle watch, which saved me the trouble of
trying to sleep in my turret.

June 2nd dawned and it was a poisonous morning with a very
strong wind and rain squalls. Nothing of interest occurred but
we kept on receiving reports of various submarines off the Forth
and also an intercepted message to say that the battleship Marl-
borough was making for the Humber at 9 knots, evidently badly
damaged. We heard later she had arrived safely.

We reached Rosyth at 10 a.m. and anchored with single
anchor, as our starboard cable was cut and cable holder out of
action. Then the work of getting the wounded ashore commenced,
ammunition cases were unloaded and a general clearing up of
the d6bris went on. About 3 p.m. the tugs came alongside and we
went into Rosyth basin, alongside the Princess Royal^ who had also
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